The duodenum is seen to cross in front of the hepatic flexure of the colon, while between them lies the superior mesenteric artery. A ring has been drawn round these three structures where they form the narrow pedicle from which is suspended almost the entire midgut loop?jejunum, ileum, caecum and ascending colon. These viscera have no posterior attachment but depend freely from the narrow pedicle indicated above. Observe that the root of the mesentery containing the superior mesenteric artery crosses in front of and slightly compresses the right end of the transverse colon, while it lies behind the third part of the duodenum. The condition is that of reversed rotation. Note also the horizontally placed transverse colon with very short mesocolon, and the diminutive great omentum. These are characteristic accompaniments of the condition. Note further, that in this case, the pelvic colon has no mesocolon nor any sigmoid loop.
Diagram Illustrating the Anatomical Condition found at Post-mortem Examination.
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